
Calaveras Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 
 

Minutes for Quarterly General Meeting, July 11th, 2024, 18:30 
Meeting Location:  Round Table Pizza, Angels Camp, CA 

 
1) Meeting called to order: 

a) Welcome by club president, Steve, W6RXK; 
b) Pledge of allegiance led by Mark, N6IV; 
c) Self-introductions by all with guest Maeya Gyger 

 
2) Report on Field Day event by Mark, N6IV, and Mike, KB6USJ.  Mark and Mike provided a summary 

of their Field Day operation on June 22nd.  In addition to Mark and Mike, participants included Dee, 
KM6ELF, Mike, N6AXQ, Walt, K6WGY, and a visitor.  Various bands were worked including 20, 40, and 
80 meters.  Most of the contacts were on 20 meters, although there were not many and the activity 
was inconsistent.  There were 79 contacts in total.  Mark and Mike will organize and lead the Winter 
Field Day for the club.  
 

3) Reading of Minutes by Jack, W6JAK.  The minutes were approved as read with some typos to be 
corrected. 

 
4) Treasurer’s Report by Ken, AE6LA (see attached report): 

a) Ken provided a 5-year financial summary, which is required by the state; 
b) The banking summary showed a beginning balance of $4,536.85 and an ending balance of 

$5,279.35; 
c) Ken will be submiting the three required reports to the IRS and Franchise Tax board in August; 
d) Ken would like to train someone in August to become the next treasurer.  Nominations will be 

considered at the September meeting. 
 

5) Monday Night Net Report by Mark, N6IV.   
a) The average number of member of check-ins for the past two months was 33 with a range of 25 

to 47; 
b) Guest check-ins averaged 8, with a range of 4  to 11; 
c) The high of 47 member check-ins was due to the blanket check-ins at the time of the 

Copperopolis fire. 
 

6) Repeater Report presented by Ken, AE6LA.   
a) Fowler repeater:  Knox La Rue worked on the tower last Saturday and installed an antenna he 

purchased.  The antenna donated by Bill Holmes that was transported from Nevada by Al, 
KF60BM, and Chuck, W6AJW, is not being used at this time. 

b) Reba repeater: the new equipment is installed and operational.  Although the antenna is 
steerable, the repeater is partially deaf.  Ken is not sure why.  

c) Summit Level repeater: the link to Fowler has been intermittent recently; 
d) Steve, W6RXK, mentioned that TCARES has a flyer featuring their repeater system.  Steve is 

working on one for CARS.  
 

7) Breakfast Report presented by Dee, KM6ELF.  Nine people attended the breakfast and there were 
very pleasant discussions.  Dee brought up the topic of the increased cost of breakfasts and 
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suggested having them every other month instead of monthly.  A discussion ensued whether to 
make the change and, if so, which months they should be scheduled.  Subsequently, Dee made a 
motion to schedule the breakfasts for the even months of the year, starting in August.  The motion 
was seconded and approved.  Dee will contact the Murphys Hotel and change the reservation 
schedule. 
 

8) Web Master’s Report presented by Andy, NV6V.  Mike, KB6USJ, asked Andy if an EQSL function can 
be added to the webite.  Andy requested Mike to send him an email regarding the request. 
 

9) Public Information Officer Report. Presented by Mike, KB6USJ:  
a) Current and future events are being posted on the CARS website and calendar; 
b) The KB6USJ balloon is still in orbit.  The WB6TOU balloon is currently in the southern 

hemisphere.  The Elk Grove balloon, KO6SJG, is active on 10 meters. 
c) Gordon, K1VHR, is interested in putting together an HF net for CARS and is willing to anchor it.  

The net would be on 40 or 80 meters.  Mike will keep the club informed on the status. 
 
10) ARES/RACES Report.  A report was not available at the time of the meeting.  

 
11) New Business.   

a) The Death Ride event this Saturday will have five posts manned by ten CARS members or 
associates.  Other members are invited to participate, but they should arrive early or the night 
before due to the road being closed at 5 am on the day of the race.  The Hawkings Peak repeater 
will be used for the event.  

           
12) Old Business.   

a) No work has been done on the club trailer since the last meeting due to the hot weather; 
b) The update to the bylaws will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
13) Round Table:   

a) A CARS license exam session is scheduled for October 26th at the Mountain Ranch Community 
Hall.  A VE team has been assembled and anyone who has a VE certificate is welcome to 
participate. 

b) Steve asked Mark, N6ARP, to consider potential programs for future meetings, such as battery 
selection for field events.  Mark, N6IV, will also look into programs. 

c) Ken is the trustee for the N6FRGd call sign.  He recommended it be transferred to another 
person. 
 

14) Happenings:  There were no additions to the happenings listed in the agenda. 
 

15) Adjournment.  Nancy, KG6AWT, motioned adjournment of the meeting which was approved at 1941 
hours.   
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List of Action Items 

 
 

 
  

Action Item Date Assigned To Status Date Closed Comments 
Schedule and 
coordinate ham 
licence exam 
session 

3/14/24 Jack, W6JAK Closed 7/11/24 Scheduled 
for 26 Oct. 
24 
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List of Attendees 
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Treasurer’s Reports 
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ARES/RACES Report 

 
 


