
Calaveras Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 
 

Minutes for Quarterly General Meeting, May 9th, 2024, 18:30 
Meeting Location:  Round Table Pizza, Angels Camp, CA 

 
1) Meeting called to order: 

a) Welcome by club president, Steve, W6RXK; 
b) Pledge of allegiance led by Mark, N6IV; 
c) Self-introductions by all. 

 
2) Presentation on linked repeaters by Mark, N6ARP:  Mark provided an informative presentation on 

repeater networks using analog links. The networks he covered included TCARES, CARLA, WIN 
System, CONDOR, Salinas Valley Repeater Group, and MCARG.  His presentation will be made 
available on the CARS website.   
 

3) Reading of Minutes by Jack, W6JAK.  The minutes were approved as read. 
 
4) Treasurer’s Report by Ken, AE6LA (see attached report): 

a) Membership dues are due June 30th; 
b) The club’s account balance is $4,436.85.  The upgrade of the Mount Reba repeater was the 

major expense; 
c) Rob Williams of the Calaveras Arts Council sent a thank you card for the club’s support at their 

last event; 
d) Equipment sales are a big source of income for the club.  Contact Steve, W6RXK, to donate 

equipment. 
 

5) Monday Night Net Report by Mark, N6IV.   
a) The average number of member of check-ins for the past two months was 35 with a range of 24 

to 41; 
b) Guest check-ins averaged 8, with a range of 4  to 10; 
c) This activity is similar to the previous period. 
 

6) Repeater Report presented by Ken, AE6LA.   
a) The Reba upgrade is nearly functional but requires tuning which must be done by Mike, WA6ZTY.  

The antenna will be pointed to the Hawkins repeater for the Death Ride.  The repeater can be 
linked to the Dodge Ridge repeater for connecting to the TCARES system. 

b) Fowler repeater:  We are still waiting for Knox LaRue to finish the new tower.  Knox has now said 
he does not have an antenna to give to the club, so we will have to obtain one.  Mike, N6AXQ, 
asked what caused the interference during the April 29th net.  Ken said it could not be 
determined and that it was beyond our control since it came from an external source. 

c) Summit Level repeater: no change to the repeater status. Ken has a GMRS repeater installed at 
the site to support the local GMRS group.  The repeater does not have an indentifier; 

d) A comms trailer has been obtain for SAR.  Ken has a portable repeater which could be installed 
on the trailer when needed.  Ken is also working on Project Life Saver with SAR which tracks 
people with dementia.  
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7) Breakfast Report presented by Lynn, AC6CY (Dee, KM6ELF, was not at the breakfast).  Only three  
people attended the breakfast, probably due to bad weather.  Lynn encouraged people to attend the 
breakfast meetings. 
 

8) Web Master’s Report.  Andy, NV6V, was not in attendance to provide a report. 
 

9) Public Information Officer Report. Presented by Mike, KB6USJ:  
a) June will be a very busy month with several special events including, Museum Ships Weekend, 

ARRL VHF contest, Kids Day, and Field Day; 
b) Mike, KB6USJ, Walt, K6WGY, Mark, N6IV, and others will be conducting Field Day operations in 

Avery starting at 9:00 AM on the 22nd; 
c) The KB6USJ balloon is still orbiting the globe.  Next Friday will be the one year anniversary of the 

launch. 
 
10) ARES/RACES Report.  A report provided by Sam, WS6P, was presented by Jack, W6JAK (see 

attached).    
 

11) New Business.   
a) Steve, AE6LA, met with Knox LaRue to look at an antenna that is being donated to the club.  The 

antenna is commercial grade but needs refurbishment.  Mike, WA6ZTY, gave Steve information 
on three types of antennas, all being expensive.  Bill Holmes has a collinear antenna he’s willing 
to donate to the club.  A discussion ensued and it was agreed that club members will drive to 
Bill’s home in Nevada to get his antenna.  Knox is planning on finishing the tower soon. 

           
12) Old Business.   

a) New tires were installed on the club’s trailer which is now at KF6OBM’s location.  Al is continuing 
to work on the wiring; 

b) Work on updating the bylaws are still in progress. 
 

13) Round Table:  There were no discussions. 
 

14) Happenings:  In addition to the list of happenings in the agenda, the following were discussed: 
a) Chuck, W66AJW, will not be available to be the grillmaster at the club picnic on September 14th. 

Someone else will need to volunter for the honors. 
b) Dee, KM6ELF, volunteered to be the food coordinator at the club picnic.  She will emphasize food 

safety.  Leftover food wil be auctioned off or donated at end of the event. 
 

15) Adjournment.  Chuck, W6AJW, motioned adjournment of the meeting which was approved at 2014 
hours.   
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List of Action Items 

 
 

 
  

Action Item Date Assigned To Status Date Closed Comments 
Obtain signed 
agreement from 
KN6TNA 

5/11/23 Steve, W6RXK Closed 5/7/24 Agreement 
not obtained 

Renew breakfast 
reservation at 
Murphys Hotel 

1/11/24 Dee, KM6ELF Closed 5/8/24 Reservation 
made 

Include a 
reflector email 
address on club’s 
website for 
forwarding 
messages to PIO 

3/14/24 Andy, NV6V Closed 5/9/24  

Purchase and 
install new tires 
on club’s trailer 

3/14/24 Al, KF6OBM Closed 5/9/24  

Schedule and 
coordinate ham 
licence exam 
session 

3/14/24 Jack, W6JAK Open   
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List of Attendees 
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Treasurer’s Reports 
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ARES/RACES Report 

 
 


