
Calaveras Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 

Minutes for Quarterly General Meeting, June 11, 2020, 18:30 

Meeting Location:  Round Table Pizza, Angels Camp, CA 

1. Meeting called to order 

a. Welcome by club president, Steve, W6RXK 

b. Pledge of allegiance by all 

c. Self-Introductions by all 

2. Reading of Minutes from last meeting by Jack, W6JAK.  Approved with correction to date of the 

upcoming Christmas party, changed from December 7th to December 5th. 

3. Treasurer’s Report by Ken, AE6LA (see attached).  Ken presented the financial and budget reports 

and a discussion ensued on giving Ken authorization to purchase items for the repeater without 

needing membership approval in advance.  Further discussion was deferred to the Repeater report.  

4. Net Report was presented by Mike, N6AXQ (see attached).   

a. Mike announced his intention to continue serving as net manager and thanked those 

members who volunteered to be net control operators, relieving him of the burden to run 

all of the nets. 

b. Mike requested a brief meeting with the new net control operators after the conclusion of 

the club meeting. 

5. Repeater Report was presented by Ken, AE6LA. 

a. Requiring club approval for each purchase causes delays in repeater maintenance. A motion 

was put forward to give Ken authorization to spend $400 budgeted for repeater 

maintenance as needed but that was overridden by a motion to approve the overall budget 

along with authority for committee heads to make purchases within the budget guidelines.  

The motion passed with a unanimous vote. 

b. Ken gave a briefing on the Summit Level repeater site.  The site was originally for a now 

defunct FM station.  Ken with Mike, WA6ZTY, have been working with Chief Mike Johnson of 

Cal Fire to make it operational for amateur radio use.  Currently the club’s UHF repeater is at 

the site and is linked full time with the Fowler Peak VHF repeater.  Ken expects to have a 

VHF antenna installed for the club’s repeater.  The site has very good coverage, exceeding 

that of the Fowler site with better range into the Central Valley. 

6. Breakfast Report was presented by Jack, W6JAK.  Due to the Covid-19 lock down, there were no 

breakfasts held for April or May.  The club breakfast was held again June 6th at the Murphys Hotel.  

Six members attended and everyone had fun.  Patsy, KN6XW, encouraged everyone to attend the 

next breakfast on July 4th and several members expressed interest in going. 

7. Web Master’s Report was presented by Andy, N6IV.  Andy is working on improving the user 

interface and is working with Ken on keeping the club roster updated.  Andy offered to meet with 

Mike, N6AXQ, to make sure he is getting roster updates on a timely basis. 

8. ARES/RACES Report presented by Jack, W6JAK (see attached memo from SAM, W6SP, Calaveras 

County Emergency Coordinator).   The move of the N6FRG WiRES Node from Copperopolis to 

Mountain Ranch was discussed.  There was general appreciation for W6JAK hosting the node. 
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9. Old Business. 

a. Ken, AE6LA, invited anyone interested to join him and Lynn at their campsite for Field Day.  

This was followed by a discussion of the modified ARRL rules for Field Day where groups can 

get credit for members participating from home.  An aggregator would have to be assigned 

to collect the participation data for the club.  It was decided to not have a club-wide activity 

since there is no FD coordinator for this year. 

b. Coordination of the upcoming Christmas dinner was discussed.  Dee, KM6ELF, is willing to 

help with the coordination and Ken, AE6LA, is willing to be the lead.  However, Ken stated 

he is willing to step aside if anyone would like to be the lead.  Questions were then raised on 

the availability of the Murphys Fire Station facility for the dinner.  The availability of the 

facility will have to be confirmed.  Steve, W6RXK, will send an e-mail out to the club asking 

for help.  

10. New Business. 

a. Josh Heller, KM6AXJ, expressed interest in and was nominated for the club vice president.  A 

motion was approved for him to be the new vice president, replacing Steve, W6RXK, who 

stepped in as president. 

b. Membership dues are due July 1st.  Ken will send out a reminder to members who have not 

paid by the due date.  Members who have not paid by September will be removed from the 

roster.  A discussion of formalizing the grace period ensued.  It was decided to keep the 

grace period as an informal courtesy per the discretion of the club officers. 

c. The roster will be kept up to date based on the member’s dues-payment status, and 

updates will be posted on the club’s website.   

d. Ham equipment available for sale was discussed. Jim, KO6HV, has a screwdriver antenna 

and coax cable available for $100.  Ron Flannery, Susan Flannery’s (K6CDK, SK) husband, had 

donated her equipment to the club.  It includes HF radios, HTs, SWR meters, etc.  Steve has 

created a list with the prices which will be emailed to the club members. 

e. Susan Flannery (K6CDK, SK) was the club’s VE liaison and Ken, AE6LA, has retrieved her 

records.  All testing materials are available for use except for the Extra Class materials which 

are due for an update.  The expectation is to have four exams per year, but it takes club 

participation to staff the exams.  Current VEs are Mike (N6AXQ), Andy (N6IV), Jim (KO6HV), 

Patsy (KN6XW), and Lynn (AC6CY).  Ken asked if anyone would like to take over as VE liaison, 

which requires an Extra Class license.  No one volunteered so Ken will act as the liaison for 

the time being. 

f. The status of club officer positions was discussed.  Ken agreed to stay on as treasurer for 

another term with Andy, N6IV, and Jack, W6JAK who are willing to stay on as web master 

and secretary, respectively. 

g. The next club meeting was agreed to be held on September 10th at Round Table Pizza. 

11. Adjournment by Steve, W6RXK, at 19:56. 
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