
Calaveras Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 

Minutes for Bi-Monthly General Meeting, March 12, 2020, 18:30 

Meeting Location:  Round Table Pizza, Angels Camp, CA 

1. Meeting called to order 

a. Welcome by club president, Chuck, W6AJW 

b. Pledge of allegiance by all 

c.  Self-Introductions by all 

2. Reading of Minutes from Last Mtg by Jack, W6JAK.  Approved as read. 

3. Treasurers Report by Ken, AE6LA.  (see attached) 

a.  Report presented on screen 

b.  Funds received from Amazon Smile.  Members encouraged to use Amazon Smile with Ken 

showing how to select Calaveras Amateur Radio Society on Amazon for receiving donations. 

c.  Automatic withdrawals from CARS account discussed. 

d.  Bank statement and Quicken balances agree. 

e.  There are currently 89 active members.  Chuck encouraged club members to join the ARRL.  

There are benefits to being an ARRL affiliated club including liability insurance eligibility.  We 

need to have 50% of the club members to belong to the ARRL in order to be an affiliated club.  

Club members would also benefit from ARRL membership by the many resources available to 

them. 

4.  Old Business 

a.  The motion for the continuing resolution to pay bills was approved.  

5.  Net Report was presented by Mike, N6AXQ.  Summary as follows: 

a. January 2020 

      Members Roll Call at 89 Members: 

          Highest Call-in for Month - 29 (13 Jan) at 33 percent of Members. 

          Average Call-in for Month - 27 at 30 percent of Members. 

      Visitor Roll Call: 

          Highest Call-in for Month - 12 (27 Jan). 

          Average Call-in for Month - 10. 

      Average Members and Visitors for January - 37. 



b.   February 2020 

      Members Roll Call at 89 Members. 

          Highest Call-in for Month - 30 (10 Feb) at 34 percent of Members. 

          Average Call-in for Month - 28 at 31 percent of Members. 

      Visitor Roll Call: 

          Highest Call-in for Month - 15 (24 Feb) 

          Average Call-in for Month - 13. 

      Average Members and Visitors for February - 40. 

   Remarks: It was a Good 2 Months for Call-ins - Members and Visitors. N6IV, Mark, conducted 

the Net on 10 February 2020 - thanks Mark. 

6.  Breakfast report was presented by Chuck.  Chuck encouraged everyone to attend the breakfasts at 

the Murphys Hotel. 

a.  Approximately 6 to 10 attendees at the February breakfast. 

b.  Eight attendees at the March breakfast. 

7.  ARES/RACES Report presented by Chuck, W6AJW (see attached memo from SAM, W6SP, Calaveras 

County Emergency Coordinator).   

a.  There are only 3 RACES members in the county.  CARS members are encouraged to join 

RACES to serve the needs of the county. 

b.   A ham-cram is scheduled for 18 April at the West Point fire station. 

c.  WiRES node in Copperopolis is down due to failures of the power supply and laptop caused 

by a power outage.  The WiRES system allows tie-in of West Point and Fowler repeaters.  

Chuck purchased a refurbished laptop for $150 and requested reimbursement by the club.  

The laptop will become club property.  Ken requested that an O&M manual be obtained for 

the laptop along with part number and serial number information.  A motion was proposed 

and approved to reimburse Chuck for the laptop purchase. 

8.  Repeater Report by Ken, AE6LA 

a.  The antenna is now installed on top of the Fowler Peak tower but the feed line is not 

connected. 

b.  The Summit Level site (near Cottage Springs) was tested with a J-pole antenna using a 

simplex frequency.  Ken projected a Google Earth graphic showing what is seen from the site. 

c.  Photos were shown of the Sierra Vista site on Quiggs Mountain, which was considered as an 

alternate location for the Fowler repeater.  It has electricity but needs a tower and the 

location is subject to vandalism.  Steve, W6RXK, said the site is unworkable for the club 

repeater. 



 

d.  There was a discussion of increasing the power of the Fowler Peak repeater to improve 

coverage.  It was concluded that the power should not be increased due to the issue of 

receiver de-sense.  

9.  Upcoming Club Events Calendar by Mike, KB6USJ (not present) 

a.  Ken stated that the Ride for Art is fully staffed while Mr. Frog’s Wild Ride is in need of 

additional staffing.  Ken showed how the SARTopo program can be used for tracking event 

participants using cell phones. 

b.  With regards to the club Christmas party, Ken asked Chief Wilkes if the club can use the 

Murphys Fire Station facility.  The tentative date for the party is December 7th5th, from 4 to 7 

pm.  Chief Wilkes said he has to get approval from Brian. 

c.  The status of the chile cookoff in Copperopolis is unknown.  Mike must be contacted for 

details. 

d.  Ken invited club members to join him and Lynn for Field Day at the Silvertip Campground 

near Bear Valley.  They will be camping there and members are welcome to spend the day 

with them. 

10. New Business.  The topic of new business was combined with upcoming events discussion (see 

previous section).  Chuck may not be at the next meeting due to knee replacement surgery. 

11.  Adjournment by Chuck, W6AJW, at 20:06. 

  



 
 

  



 

  



 


