
A Visit To The B -17 Alliance
Foundation, Salem Oregon

On  a  recent  visit  to  Portland  I  took  advantage  of  an
invitation to make a visit to a restoration project that is
ongoing in Salem Oregon. This project involves a complete
restoration of a B-17G Aircraft the plane is affectionately
called the “The Lacy Lady”. The Lady was bought from a surplus
air strip at the end of World War 2, by a entrepreneur who
wanted the aircraft for his fledging service station business
in Milwaukie, Oregon. His marketing idea was very successful,
he  mounted  the  aircraft  above  his  service  station  on  a
pedestal for those traveling down the road could see in plain
site. It came to be known as “The Gas Station Bomber” and
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became an attraction in Milwaukie, Oregon. It remained on the
pedestal from 1947 until 2014 before it was moved to McNary
Field. The B-17 Foundation seeks to honor WWII veterans by
returning this specific aircraft to a flyable condition for
future generations to learn about history, and the sacrifice
that countless air crews made during WWII.

An artist who recreated the nose art on the aircraft needed a
model and yes the Lacy Lady does exist and I met her during my
visit she will be the sweetheart of the air on this B-17

Best of Luck to all the volunteers in this endeavor, and also
Thank You Burt for a great tour!

More information can be obtained by going to the B-17 Alliance
Foundation at http://b17alliance.com
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Original Radio Gear
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FCC Regulations reguire updated Radios

https://calaverasars.org/Web/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/IMG_3984-rotated.jpeg


New Radios and Avionics will be installed
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A wooden mold set for metal fabrication on the wing
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Nose sections
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Nose sections
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Tail section ready for restoration process
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I think I know this craftsman
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Gun Turrets
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Volunteers at Work

https://calaverasars.org/Web/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/IMG_4357.jpeg

